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Caleb Gottinger, 1988-2007

Open-hearted and smiling
First-year Caleb Gottinger, who reached out to many and
‘epitomized Kenyon swimming,’ suffers fatal fall

By Willow Belden
Editor-in-Chief
Last Friday, Caleb Gottinger, a firstyear student and member of Kenyon’s
swim team, celebrated his 19th birthday
with his friends at the Delt Lodge. The
next morning, he woke up early to go to
the Kenyon Athletic Center, where he
was scheduled to work as a life guard.
While in the bathroom of his dorm,
Lewis Hall, Caleb suffered a fatal fall.
According to Tracy Schermer, the
college physician, Caleb most likely fainted as a result of a syncopal episode—a
condition in which blood momentarily
stops circulating to the brain. Syncopal
episodes are not uncommon, but people
experiencing them usually just feel dizzy,
Schermer said. Caleb, however, passed
out and fell, probably hitting his head
on the sink. His skull was fractured, and

blood vessels in the brain were severed.
“The injury was fatal from the time
he hit the sink,” Schermer said. “Even if
it had happened in the emergency room,
… we probably could not have done
anything.”
A friend heard Caleb fall and
rushed into the bathroom, and within
minutes campus safety officers arrived.
An ambulance took Caleb first to the
Knox Community Hospital and then
to Riverside Methodist Hospital in
Columbus.
Although it was clear on Saturday,
Feb. 17 that he would not live, Caleb
was not pronounced legally dead until
Sunday morning. He was kept on life
support until Monday morning so that
his organs could be donated.
According to Schermer, lab data
showed no signs of drugs or alcohol in
his system. There is also no evidence of

foul play.
Caleb’s parents immediately flew to
Columbus from their home in Milwaukee, WI, and his five siblings joined them
the next day. “We prayed, sang songs, said
our good-byes, and we went to campus,”
said Caleb’s father, Eric Gottinger.
Caleb, an avid member of Kenyon’s
swim team, is remembered by his friends
as outgoing, caring and motivated.
“He loved everything about life,”
said Eric Dunn ’09, a swimmer and close
friend of Caleb’s. “He loved the guys on
his hall. He loved the swim team. He
loved racing.”
Caleb’s roommate and fellow swimmer, David Lazarus ’10, described Caleb
as a great friend. “He was the most openhearted guy I knew,” Lazarus said. “He
was never down—always smiling.”
Caleb had been a swimmer since
he was 12 or 13 and had won a state

championship
in Wisconsin
for high school
swimming .
According
to those who
knew him he
brought his
competitiveness and energy
to Kenyon.
“If you
presented him
with a challenge,
he’d get up and do it,” said Tom Irgens
’08, another member of the swim team.
“To an extent, he epitomized Kenyon
College swimming with that attitude:
there’s no challenge that’s too big.”
Jim Steen, Kenyon’s head swimming coach, said Caleb “had a great
capacity to reach out to people. … He was

on class year, starting at 9:00 a.m. with
seniors. This computerized random
lottery number process will be coordinated with LBIS and requires no prior
registration or applications.
Rising seniors, without deductions
for living in division housing or disciplinary punishment, receive 12 points;
juniors, 8; and rising sophomores 4.
When a student’s name is drawn, he or
she can select any room or apartment
that has not yet been claimed. Until
now, students have had to enter separate
lotteries for singles, doubles, triples and
apartments, sometimes resulting in
confusion and flukes.

“There used to be a lot of debate over which living situation went
first—whether singles first or last, or
Tafts,” said Dave Slochower ’07, head of
the Housing and Grounds Committee.
“Now, the computer ranks everyone according to points, with lottery numbers
1 through 1200. We want to smooth
and simplify the process while getting
rid of the flukes, like seniors ending up
in Caples.”
“This is mainly changed because
the way it was set up before because it
wasn’t necessarily fair according to class

By Laura Garland
News Assistant

Courtesy David Lazarus

a hard-nosed competitor as a swimmer
[and was] great fun to coach.”
Caleb’s competitive, lively nature
was not limited to swimming. “He was
quiet but also very, very enthusiastic,” said
Assistant Professor of Spanish Maria del
see CALEB, page 2

Housing lottery changes
Forum addresses language
programs, housing
finalized, will be one-day event
By Hannah Curran
Opinions Editor

After 17 years of using the same
system, the combined efforts of the
student Housing and Grounds Committee and the Office of Residential
Life have officially changed the annual
housing lottery process, consolidating
a formerly several week-long process
into one day.
On Sunday, April 15, 2007, all
students eligible for the lottery will
gather in the Kenyon Athletic Center
(KAC) to select rooms according to
assigned random lottery numbers based

see LOTTERY, page 3

Stuff Your Bra

Hannah Jones

The Crozier Center for Women kicked off its “Stuff Your Bra” campaign this Sunday. Melanie Butcher ’09 and
others sewed their bras into purses to raise money for Breast Cancer Action.

President Georgia Nugent and
other members of senior staff addressed
topics ranging from diversity to student
housing, and answered students’ questions at a forum held Wednesday night
at Rosse Hall. Dean of Students Tammy
Gocial, Dean of Admissions Jennifer
Britz, Provost Gregory Spaid and Chief
Business Officer Dave McConnell
joined Nugent for the forum.
Nugent opened the forum with
a word of acknowledgement about
the life and recent death of first-year
student Caleb Gottinger. “It certainly
brings home to all of us the sheer fragility of human life,” she said. She went on
to state clearly that no alcohol or drugs
were involved, according to toxicology
reports.
The first point of discussion answered rumors that Kenyon’s six-year
old Arabic program will be cancelled
next year. President Nugent denied that
rumor, saying, “the College is proud of
the number of languages and the quality of the training offered, especially for
a college of its size.”
Regarding concerns over the
expansion of both the Arabic and Chinese language programs, Nugent said,
“We’re doing that in a provisional way,”
referring to slow but eventual development in the academic departments. A
Mellon Foundation Grant allowed for
the past video-conferencing instruction
of Arabic. “It is also a challenge to us to
continue doing justice to the languages
we do teach,” said Nugent.

Nugent and the other administrators spoke of diversity as the second
planned talking point. Emphasis was
placed on gender and socio-economic
diversity in addition to race and ethnic
diversity.
“We evaluate each student within
his or her context,” said Britz. “If a
student has not had opportunities, it’s
not a mark against them. It’s whether
students have taken advantage of the
opportunities that are available to
them.”
A new program called KEEP
(Kenyon Educational Enrichment
Program), has been created in order to
recruit and retain diverse students. “A
big part of attracting diverse students
is financial aid,” Nugent said. A major
focus of the current fundraising campaign is the effort to double financial
aid funding.
McConnell answered questions
about environmental sustainability at
the College, listing major areas of focus.
“A lot more is done or is going on than
is widely known,” he said. He explained
that several groups have been active in
promoting sustainability, such ECO
(Environmental Campus Organization); PEAS (People Endorsing Agricultural Sustainability); a sustainability
work group comprised of members of
the College, Village and township;
and a faculty group called “Kenergy”
headed by Assistant Professor of Chemistry Scott Cummings.
Both Nugent and McConnell said
the future art buildings will be “green,”
and the completed Peirce will have
see FORUM, page 2
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Caleb: Son, teammate, friend, Forum: Becoming
‘green’ school a priority
‘wonderful young man’
CONTINUED from page 1
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Carmen Parafita-Couto, who taught
Caleb in her introductory Spanish class.
“He liked competition a lot. … Every
time we had an activity that involved
any type of competition, he would just
lighten up. He liked to be the best in
those type of settings.”
Lori Davies, a sophomore at Marquette University in Milwaukee who had
been dating Caleb since his senior year of
high school, said he was less competitive
around her. “He was always like a little
puppy around me,” she said. “He cried
whenever he left [to go to Kenyon].”
She said she and Caleb often sat
on a pier by the lake in Milwaukee. “He
loved going down there just to go and
sit and watch the sunset or watch the
Paul Reed
birds,” she said.
Students and family members created a tribute to Caleb on his dorm room door.
Davies, who met Caleb at the
YMCA in Milwaukee where they were
“He’s one of those people who did Nugent to the people at the Kenyon Inn
both lifeguards, described him as “an whatever made him happy,” said Davies. who were so graciously serving us and left
incredibly humble young man. He was “It didn’t matter what people thought us flowers, driving us to the airport and
never conceited or stuck up about his of it.”
the hospital.”
ability. … I had no idea he was such a
She said he would often sing to her
Sending his regards to the swimgood swimmer until weeks after we and dance, even though he had, in her mers, Eric Gottinger said, “I hope the
started dating.”
words, “the worst singing voice I have Kenyon swim team can keep things toAccording to Steen, everyone who ever heard in my entire life.”
gether and go and win a national title.”
knew Caleb thought well of him. “He
“I wouldn’t be paying attention
Nugent extended her sympathies
was a wonderful young man,” Steen said. and he would just download a song on to Caleb’s family. “All of us at the Col“He had a very special ability to connect my computer and blast out techno,” she lege are touched and saddened by
with people from different cultures and said. “I’d turn around and he’d be coming this loss,” she said. “Our thoughts and
different backgrounds.”
at me, dancing. It was just this crazy, bad prayers go out especially to Caleb’s
Caleb was born in Nairobi, Kenya, dancing—he had fun with it.”
family. Their strength and faith in the
where his parents worked as missionaries
In addition to having a good time, face of this tragedy have been an inspirauntil he was two. Until fifth grade, he was Caleb had strong ties to his family and tion to all who have met them, and I
homeschooled and later attended public his religious faith, said Eric Gottinger, hope that the compassionate concern of
schools in Milwaukee.
Caleb’s father.
the Kenyon community can be a source
“He had a good life,” said Caleb’s
“Our spiritual roots are evangelical of comfort to them.”
father, Eric Gottinger. “He was always Christian, and the Bible is a really imporCaleb’s funeral will be held in
swimming, on club teams, traveling the tant part of what we believe,” Gottinger Milwaukee tomorrow, and a memocountry for swim meets. He just had a lot said. “In his teen years, [Caleb] wasn’t rial service will be held at Kenyon after
of opportunities.”
really open about it. But when I asked spring break.
Growing up, Caleb played baseball, his teammates about his spiritual life and
but he later gave it up “because swim- said, ‘Was it really there?’ they said that it
With reporting by Dayne Baughming was more important,” according was. We trust that the things we taught man, Allison Burket, Charlotte Nugent
to his father. Caleb brought his passion him when he was young were there.”
and Leslie Parsons.
for swimming to Kenyon and, along
Caleb’s parents spent two nights
with several other swimmers, became a at Kenyon over the weekend and talked
Need to talk? The pbx at the
pledge of the Delta Tau Delta fraternity. with those who knew him. “Spending
counseling office is 5643, and stuAlthough he decided to de-pledge, Caleb time with his teammates, we heard many
dents can make an appointment
“didn’t feel like he dropped out,” accord- stories about how Caleb was loved by
by calling in or stopping by the
ing to Lazarus. “He was still part of the many and really reached out to a lot of
office. A grief group also meets
family.”
people, really went out of his way to make
every Thursday at 4:15 in the
Those who knew him said Caleb people comfortable,” said Eric Gottinger.
Seitz House lounge, and students
was a pleasure to be around. “He knew “We have been extremely blessed by the
are always welcome to join.
how to have fun,” Lazarus said.
Kenyon community—from President

Village Record
Feb. 14 – Feb. 20, 2007
Feb. 15, 11:45 a.m.—Vandalism to door at Leonard Hall.
Feb. 15, 8:35 p.m.—Medical call regarding student w/allergic reaction. College physician notified and student
transported to the Health Center.
Feb. 16, 3:52 a.m.—Suspicious person observed outside Olin Library earlier in the morning. Custodians
advised to notify Campus Safety at time of observation.
Feb. 17, 6:43 a.m.—Medical call regarding student injured in fall at Lewis Hall. Student transported by
squad to the hospital.
Feb. 17, 8:09 a.m.—Fire extinguisher discharged on car at Caples lot.
Feb. 17, 10:22 a.m.—Non-injury vehicle accident at Leonard lot. Owners of both vehicles notified and will
handle it.
Feb. 18, 1:50 a.m.—Vandalism – ketchup on wall at Bushnell Hall.
Feb. 18, 2:54 a.m.—Medical call regarding ill student at Lewis Hall. College physician notified.
Feb. 18, 10:47 a.m.—Fire alarm pulled at KAC. No smoke or fire was found and alarm was silenced.
Feb. 19, 9:23 a.m.—Vandalism at Samuel Mather/chair broken and carpet damaged.
Feb. 19, 4:02 p.m.—Non-injury vehicle accident at KAC parking lot. Sheriff ’s Office notified for report.
Feb. 20, 12:50 p.m.—Non-injury vehicle accident at Peirce Pavement. Sheriff ’s office notified for report.

several “green” improvements. McConnell cited the recycling of Peirce’s
original slate roof and the installation of
a new compost system in the cafeteria
as progress.
An Earth Day light-bulb switch,
providing residential rooms with energy-efficient flourescent light bulbs,
was also mentioned. Nugent said,
“Humans have to make [those energysaving choices] too.” Nugent said that
being a “green school” and striving
for sustainability are at the top of the
College’s list of priorities. In keeping
with the theme of the evening, Nugent
noted that “green” measures and other
prioritized items of business require
significant funding at the expense of
other top priorities.
One of those commonly bemoaned items of interest is student
housing, which Gocial recently presented as an issue to a meeting of
trustees in New York. “It made a very
tangible impression on them,” she
said.
“In order to improve the existing
housing, we need new space,” said Nugent, affirming the building of future
housing. Some residences, she said,
will not be worth the cost of renovation. Gocial is due to report back to
the trustees in April. “The two things
we’ll be looking at are a facilities audit
by structural engineers and student
input,” she said.
McConnell said that Ernst will
be demolished and that the hillside
where it is situated will be replanted.
The future of Gund Commons remains
uncertain. McConnell said that Peirce
will be “different and much improved,”
and Nugent said that she believes “it
a benefit of a college to take it meals
together.” A possibility for Gund’s space
is a student-activities center.
The fifth planned talking point
was the assessment of the Career Development Center. Gocial said a consultant was on campus on Monday to

evaluate the CDC’s performance, just
as the Health Center was evaluated last
year. According to Nugent, the main
difference between the CDC evaluation and the Health Center evaluation
is that this time, the College will bring
in consultants to do the first step “to
help students ask the right questions
about what they want from a career center,” rather than contracting consultants
after student surveys take place.
Students posed questions about
increased student influence in running
the College. McConnell said that, similar to the environmental concerns of the
College, all that is occurring in that area
“may not be as visible.” Nugent spoke of
student involvement in key future-planning groups, such as those concerning
the admissions office, the “diversity task
force” and capital campaign planning
groups. “It’s not window dressing,” she
said. “It’s serious.”
Regarding questions about the
new party-monitoring plan, Gocial said
that there is no plan to end registered
lounge parties, but she did say that Kenyon is the “only college in the country
that officially allows kegs in residence
halls.” Nugent responded to the idea
of student party monitors, saying, “It’s
very idealistic, but if we don’t expect to
live up to ideals, how can we expect to
uphold them?”
The current fundraising campaign
was also discussed, with a $230 million
goal. The College’s last capital campaign, completed in 2001, had a goal
of $100 million. Nugent said the top
priority is financial aid and not buildings, as at many other colleges. Kenyon’s
endowment is currently $170 million.
Comparable liberal arts schools such
as Swarthmore, Pomona and Williams have billion-dollar endowments.
Requests for $20 million in upper-class
merit scholarships are being discussed.
Nugent concluded the evening
with the statement that the theme of
her work at Kenyon is the intelligent
analysis of “how much we can do with
what we have.”

Student Council
Student Council met on Feb. 18, 2001.
•Housing and Grounds Committee Representative David Slochower ’07
gave an update on division housing penalties. The new penalty will be a
one-point loss for the student in the next lottery they enter after living in
division. Slochower gave point requirements for other housing on campus:
48 cumulative points required for Tafts; 36 for 3-person Bexleys; 24 for
2-person Bexleys; 45 for 6-person New Apartments; 30 for 4-person New
Apartments; and 45 for 6-person Acland Apartments.
•Curricular Policy Committee representative Zack Shapiro ’08 reported
a discussion on possible legislation on cell phones in academic buildings.
Council members suggested an advertising campaign encouraging students
to be more mindful of talking on the phone in quiet academic space.
Shapiro will bring the discussion back to his committee.
•Dean of Students Tammy Gocial presented the idea to have a “class summit” of class officers and presidents, which would help first-year leaders
with fundraisers. Sophomore Class President Jake Miller suggested that
each class outline the goals for their particular year in order to assist those
moving into that class the following year.
•Gocial announced that the administration will be bringing in consultants
from New York to assess the architectural possibilities for new student
housing. She plans to organize focus groups of students to find out what
kind of housing is the best. The consultants will be coming in this week
and will also meet with Housing and Grounds.
					
					
—Leah Finn
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Lottery: ‘Crapshoot’ ends
CONTINUED from page 1

rank,” said Gwen Faulkner ’08, junior
class representative to the Senate. “With
this new system, seniors will go first,
and it will be more fair in the sense that
seniors can choose from everything,
instead of channeling all their points.”
Different point minimums are
required for different places on campus.
Four-person Tafts and Bexley apartments require a minimum of 48 points,
36 points for three people, and 24
points for two people. New Apartments
and Aclands allow more of a point mix,
requiring 45 points for six people, and
30 points for four residents.
“So basically Tafts are Bexleys reserved for seniors with no point losses,”
Faulkner said. “The lower classes won’t
have as much of a chance to get apartments or special interest housing.”
Any sophomore living in division
housing will lose one point in the lottery the year they leave. Right now, the
point deductions are permanent, but a
new system penalizing students only the
year after they leave division housing is
currently in the works.
“It’s one year, one point loss,” said
Megan Shipley ’08, a member of the
Housing and Grounds committee.
“Now our goal is making it fair, so if you
have pretty good housing when you’re a
sophomore and a junior, it makes sense
to give you a deduction when you’re a
senior.”
“We worked in conjunction with
the idea that there should be a penalty
to live in division as a sophomore and
then leave,” said Slochower. “It’s tough,
and we understand that you don’t have
too much of choice in this, but division
housing really precludes a lot of nonGreek males from living South.”
Dean of Residential Life George
Barbuto said he agrees. “If you are a
sophmore that lives in division housing,
you got to live someplace you wouldn’t
normally. You can’t have your cake and
eat it too,” he explained. “The one thing
people won’t be able to do is pull up
their underclassmen friends. If three
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friends have 12 points and someone else
has 8, they need to dump them to get a
Taft or a Bexley.”
Nor will blocking—students
requesting to be placed in halls with
their friends—be available. “The whole
blocking idea was kinda weird,” said
Barbuto. In the new system, he said,
“you have your friends that you wanna
live with, you can see where they’ve
picked out to live and choose a space
near them rather than blocking. …We
want to see if this promotes a greater
sense of community.”
Students will be able to choose
rooms near their friends by looking
at large floor plans, which will be dis.
Runners will write in names on chosen
rooms, allowing students to see what
spots are available. The P.A. system will
announce numbers, and the Housing
and Grounds Committee plans on
using the P drive to send out frequent
updates on approximate times of when
certain students should arrive at the
KAC.
“We’re using technolog y to
smooth out the kinks and decrease the
amount of waiting around,” said Slochower. “That’s also why we had it at the
KAC, so people will have more options
while they wait—and on a Sunday, so
more athletes could be there.”
“The former head of Housing
and Grounds Committee, Steve Hands
[’06], did a lot of research comparing
Kenyon to various other schools of
similar size to see how they conducted
their lotteries,” explained Slochower.
“No other schools had as confusing a
system as Kenyon. Now we’ll be more
on the same page with them.”
Slochower, who worked on this
new policy for nearly two years, said he
is pleased with the results.
I.D.s will be required at the lottery,
and any student unable to attend should
notify the Housing and Grounds Committee of their choice of proxy. Above
all, all parties agree that students must
arrive with a number of plans and a large
amount of flexibilty in order to fit the
lottery into one day.
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Olin Express cuts evening hours

“My biggest reservation is people
taking too long about deciding,” said
Students in need of an evening cup of coffee can no longer satisfy their cafSlochower. “I want to make sure people
feine
needs in the library atrium. The Olin Express cafe eliminated its evening
going into this with a lot of ideas in their
hours
last week due to lack of traffic flow, according to AVI Resident Director
minds. If what you wanted was taken,
Melody
Monroe.
you might have to rearrange your living
“The
numbers consistently dropped to around less than 20 people total from 2
situation, but it must happen quickly.”
p.m.
to
10
p.m.
” said Monroe, saying that some days there were no more than three
“Got to have options when signing
people
during
that
time frame. “We truly weren’t even making costs.”
up for classes if you get closed out; got to
Monroe
said
that
there had been discussion about closing the venue after the
have options if the living situations you
lunch
exchange
since
the
end of last semester. “We had been talking about looking at
want are closed,” said Barbuto. “Seniors
reducing
those
hours
after
looking at the numbers after the first couple of weeks of
get the choise of premium real estate but
the
semester,
once
we
get
back
into the swing of things,” she said. Because the numwe don’t know how long it will take for
bers
consistently
remained
so
low,
however, when one of the employees who worked
them to pick it.”
there
quit,
“We
took
that
opportunity
to close it after 1:30,” Monroe said.
Barbuto has no qualms about the
According
to
Monroe,
the
cafe
will
most likely remain closed during evening
changes, however. “I’m certain that this
hours
for
the
rest
of
the
semester.
“Right
now we’re looking at whether 1:30 is
will be easier,” he said. “We’re taking a
enough,
or
if
we
should
leave
it
open
until
2,” she said. “But we will not be open
system that was THIS BIG and went
again
during
the
evening.
”
for a month and making it so will be
The venue has been very successful in terms of the meal exchanges, Monroe
posted a week ahead to double check,
said.
Between
60 and 90 typically get breakfast at the café and between 175 and
and will be done in a day.”
215
go
there
for
lunch.
Rebecca Yarbrough, sophomore
The
Lords
Pizza
delivery, which has been averaging six to 12 orders a night,
representative to Student Council, said
has
been
doing
well
enough
to “break even,” and Monroe said she expects it to
she agrees. “I think that the old lottery
grow
once
they
start
an
advertising
campaign after spring break.
was difficult both for the administra			
—Allison
Burket
tion and students,” she said. “This
new housing lottery will eliminate the
crapshoot that we’ve had in the past
and make the process more transparent
The E. Malcom Anderson Cup is an annual award presented at
and easy to manuever. The ability for
Honors Day to the student who, in the opinion of the students and
one person to pull up a whole group
faculty, has done the most for the College in the current academic year.
definitely encourages inter-class living
Faculty, staff, administration and students may nominate students from
arrangements, while the streamlined
any year for this award.
process makes it easier for students to
Kaelin Alexander ’07
Elizabeth Howe ’07
prioritize their housing preferences.
Edward
Ceaser
’07
Matt Huber ’08
But, this is a blend of old and new and
Aaron
Clark-Ginsburg
’08
Will O’Keefe ’07
it will take a few years to work out all
Gwen
Faulkner
’08
Jesse Rosenbluth ’07
the kinks.”
Ted
Hornick
’07
Ieshia West ’08
Further details about the lottery
will be posted on
the web and inPaid Advertisement
formation will be
placed in student
rooms during
Spring Break. In
addition, the Office of Residential
Life will also hold
several informa$2 movies
tion sessions leading up to the lot- Movies TBA and you can find out by stopping at the second floor
tery.
of the Student Activities Center

Anderson Cup Finalists

Social Board Events
Fri. Feb 23

Before You Graduate

Transportation provided and will begin shuttling in front of
bookstore at 8:45 p.m.

Sat. Feb 24

Skiing, Snowboarding, and Tubing
$45 Lift and Rental (Skiing or Snowboarding)
$10 Tubing
Transportation provided and will leave from bookstore at 12:30
p.m., and there will be a shuttle returning early for those needing
to be back by 6 p.m. Those that stay will return around 10:30 p.m.

and

Ali Kittle

One of the most familiar vestiges of senior year is the looming senior comps. Students spend
three years anxiously preparing for their examinations, dreading the day when they have to
put procrastination aside, and complete their last significant academic milestone. But never
fear—some students, like Brendan McCarthy ’07, remain loyal to the ideals of a liberal arts
education, competently balancing the rigors of academia with his other interests, to the chagrin
of soon-to-be senior Victor Lamond. Before you graduate, when collaboration is no longer an
option, reshuffle your deck and study in solitude.

The campus debut of “Wicked In the Mix”
Opening for them will be “Selected Letters”
Gund Ballroom 9 p.m.
Make sure you sign up and pay for activities on the second floor of
the SAC by 4 p.m. on Friday.
Sponsored by Social Board
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Family matters: Kenyon’s conception of
legacies includes siblings, aunts, uncles
By Mara Alperin
Features Editor
“Legacy is a factor at every
college and university in America,” said Dean of Admissions
Jennifer Britz. “At Kenyon, I have
never admitted a student just
because he or she had a family
connection to the College.”
A legacy is an applicant
whose close relative or relatives,
usually a parent or grandparent, attended the school. Some
schools, most notably those in
the Ivy League, give preference
to legacy applicants.
“Every institution is different, but the idea is that if you
look at Ivy League schools, they
have family connections, which
provides for the foundation for
the college,” said Britz.
“Legacies … have long had
an easier time getting in,” said
Kenyon parent Dorothy Wickenden, whose article on legacy
“Top of the Class” was published
in The New Yorker.
But is legacy becoming a
thing of the past? At a meeting
of minority journalists in 2004
about affirmative action, President George W. Bush was quoted
by cnn.com as saying that he is
opposed to colleges’ and universities’ use of family history as a
factor in determining admissions,
saying that admission “ought to
be based upon merit.”
Wickenden points out in
her article that Bush’s own niece
Lauren had been admitted to
both Yale and Princeton, even
though her application was well
past the deadline and her academic record was inferior to that
of the competing students.
At the same time, Wickenden acknowledges that legacies
can be a “great fundraising and
recruiting tools. They build
loyalty among alumni and draw
students to the school who might
other wise not have applied.
Alumni whose children or grandchildren attend their alma mater
tend to stay more connected to
the school, and to be more generous donors.”
Indeed, the notion of legacies can often be a mixed blessing. While they can help draw
in students who otherwise might
not have considered certain colleges, particularly colleges such
as Kenyon that are physically
isolated, legacies can be “pernicious if they give under-qualified
students special consideration
that less well-connected and financially needier students don’t
get,” according to Wickenden.
“The students who lose out are
the ones who are academically
qualified, but don’t have the resources or savvy to pull strings.”

“Legacy means different
things at different places,” said
Britz. “At Penn, if you want your
legacy connection to count, you

“Most of the alums are extremely gracious in their responses, especially when you
put it in context,” said Britz. “As
we get more selective, we have

Esmeralda Mora
Hema Ramharrack ’09 and Sahadeo Ramharrack ’07
both said that they decided Kenyon was their first choice college.

have to apply [early decision].
What legacy does mean at Kenyon is that a file gets a careful
third read, if necessary, but it
doesn’t tip the scale.”
According to Britz, at Kenyon each file is read at least twice
anyway. “It is sort of a courtesy
thing as much as anything,” said
Britz. “We really make sure [the
prospective student] doesn’t get
passed by.”
In 2006, according to Britz,
269 students with legacy applied, out of the total 4,250.
Sixty-eight enrolled in the class
of 2010—roughly 7 percent of
the class.
At Kenyon, according to
Britz, legacy is considered in
“broad terms”—including siblings, parents, grandparents and
aunts or uncles.
“For a legacy not to be admitted is a very difficult thing
for an alum,” said Britz. “Each
spring , I call all of the alumni—and there are quite a few
whose children aren’t admitted.
As admissions standards for
Kenyon have changed a lot in
recent years, these are difficult
phone calls.”
Britz said that although it
takes two to three days of phone
calls to reach each alum directly,
they appreciate not receiving the
news by mail.

to turn down more and more
applicants.”
According to Britz, the
number of legacy applicants has
historically stayed fairly steady,
although it has gone up in the
past few years. The increase in
legacy is due, at least partially,

“I can recall hearing my
parents talk about Kenyon a little
from when I was younger,” said
Kate Rahel ’09, whose parents
graduated from Kenyon in 1974
and 1976. “I guess the only role
that legacy might have played
in my experience of choosing a
college was simply that I actually
had heard of Kenyon. I’m from
Wyoming, where Kenyon doesn’t
exactly do a lot of recruiting, so
there’s a chance that if my parents
hadn’t gone to Kenyon, I might
not have known of it or might
not have considered it.”
Although she said that she
heard about the existence of Kenyon, Rahel said that her parents
never insisted that she attend
Kenyon.
“My parents definitely didn’t
pressure me to come to Kenyon
and I don’t think it was important to them that I choose Kenyon over any other comparable
school,” said Rahel. “They were
very encouraging about letting
me make my own decision.”
While parents might not
place too much emphasis on
legacy either, it does provide
that they will be better informed
about the college and are often
incline to share some of the
enthusiasm.
Melinda Bennett ’07, whose
father and two older sisters attended Kenyon, also said that her
parents “just wanted me to find
the school that fit me best. It was
not important to either parent
that I attend Kenyon.”
Bennett said that her father
was extremely supportive of her
choice. Although she applied to
Kenyon early decision, she said

Leverone ’08, who has double
legacy like Rahel, applied to
several other colleges, including University of Maryland and
Northwestern University.
“Kenyon was the last place
I visited,” said Leverone. “I put
it very low on my college priority list because I wanted to see
other schools first. Kenyon is
an important part of my family,
but neither of my parents had
come back to Kenyon until their
reunions in the late ’90s. And
my freshman day arrival was the
first time they had been back
with students on campus. When
I visited then, it was the first time
I had ever been to Kenyon.”
For Leverone, choosing to
attend Kenyon “was not a question of importance [for my parents], but more of the idea that
they were proud of me that I
made the decision to come here
on my own, not just because they
did. The school was once theirs
in 1971 and 1973. It’s my school
now in 2007.”
It is this sense of community
that is passed down along with
legacies.
“Occasionally if I mention
my sisters, a professor will say
he knows them,” said Bennett,
who said that once a professor
called her by her sister’s name.
“I chose a completely different
major from my sisters, though, so
I rarely have the same professors,”
she added.
Leverone said that he remembered a similar experience.
“Several professors whom
my parents had as instructors are
still teaching here at Kenyon,”
said Leverone, whose parents,

“I guess the only role that legacy might have played in my
experience of choosing a college was simply that I actually
had heard of Kenyon. … In the end, though, I chose
Kenyon because I liked it, not because my parents went
here.”
—Kate Rahel ’09
to the College’s going co-ed and
nearly doubling in size in 1969.
“We now have both men and
women [alumni] with children,”
said Britz. “There is simply a bigger pool of prospective students
with some form of legacy.”
“I believe the legacy factor
will become bigger as time goes
on,” said Britz.
According to Britz, the location of Kenyon is its “biggest
obstacle” in terms of recruitment
of prospective students. Having
legacy helps because the student
is more likely to have heard of
Kenyon.

that “as the application deadline
approached I was nervous that
I was making an uneducated
choice. My dad took me to Macalaster in Minnesota. But when
I got on their campus and looked
around, it wasn’t Kenyon.”
“I visited several times as
a child, probably from age six
on,” said Bennett. “Coming
from Chicago, I thought it was
great to be able to go wherever I
wanted without parents and ride
my bike on Middle Path. I always
thought of Kenyon as the school
I wanted to go to.”
Un l ike B ennett, Adam

both drama majors, graduated
in 1971 and 1973. “I myself have
had some of those professors as
instructors.”
Leverone added that Professor Emeritus of Religious Studies
Donald Rogan once “said [his]
last name, pronounced it correctly and said he’d remembered that
name from a long time ago.”
“I think one of the reasons
the sense of community is so
strong at Kenyon is because so
many siblings and parents and
grandparents have passed along
their strong feelings about their
experience there,” said Wickenden.
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Kenyon students fight cold with knitting needles
sons” on campus, but there are
the better you are
bring my stuff from home anymore formal opportunities.
at it,” Cooper-Mulmore,” he said.
Although Croizer ceased its
lin says. “It’s some“She” is owner Deborah
Stitch n’ Bitch sessions, the
thing to do with
Yorbe, whose husband and son
Craft Center offers learn-toyour hands. Its fun
both attended Kenyon. Yorbe
knit sessions for $5, and weekto see what comes
says she is extremely enthusily community knitting sessions
out—you wouldn’t
astic about the growing trend
in Weaver Cottage often draw
think a ball of yarn
of campus knitters. “I would
older residents of Gambier
would come out as
say there’s about 50 Kenyon
and AVI employees as well as
a scarf.”
students now on the mailing
students. Elizabeth Peckham
Scar ves—and
list that come in regularly,” she
’08 organized a knit-a-thon
the promise of
said. “I love having the younger
last semester, held in Croizer,
making their own
crowd, especially to see the inin which all items fashioned
clothing —are exteresting projects they come up
were donated to charity.
a c tl y what lure d
with—usually they didn’t even
Aspiring knitters can also
Christina Bogasky
know how to knit and come
support the communit y by
’10 into learning.
along with a friend and then
purchasing their supplies loCori Hirai “I just really wantjust pick it up. It continues to
Julie Kunz ’07 dons a hat that her roommate, Cori Hirai ’07 knit for her.
cally. Mysliwiec purchases aled to make scarves.
spread that way.”
Hirai said that she loves to knit and “sometimes it feels like I’m kniting a new hat every week.”
most all his supplies at CraftsI can’t buy them,
Tw e n t y- s e v e n m i l l i o n
promote a caring atmosphere
man Hill Fibers, the same yarn
because I’ll never be able to
people may watch Desperate
By Hannah Curran
open to dia log ue, whether
store in Mount Vernon where
buy as many as I want,” she says.
Opinions Editor
Housewives, but according to
about knitting projects or life
Cooper-Mullin made her first
“So I picked it up from a girl
the online “Yarn Harlot” blog,
Formerly a cult, domesticin general. Knitting together
yarn purcha se. “She offers
down my hall.”
53 million knit. And there’s no
ity seems to be exploding into
de-stresses the group while
the best assortment—alpaca,
Casual lessons from friends
longer anything housewife-ish
a nationwide craze. The art of
strengthening technical skills
merino, mohair. I don’t really
constitute most knitting “lesabout it.
knitting , once stereotyped as
and bonds.
a form of low-impact recreAn anthropolog y major
ation for elderly women, has
with a concentration in womprogressed in status recently
en’s studies, Edelson is well
from has-been to must-have, as
aware of the genderized stigma
young women—and men—are
associated with such knitting
revitalizing knitting on subcircles. That does not faze her:
ways, via Internet blogs, and on
“It’s motivating ,” she says. “All
college campuses. According
kinds of women—and men
to Vanity Fair, needle-savvy cetoo — are starting to do it.
lebrities such as Julia Roberts,
It’s not a backlash—it would
Cameron Diaz and Laurence
be if we still weren’t allowed
Fishburne prove that even the
to work and were forced to
hip can knit, launching classes
sew and knit. But it’s not. My
and societies such as Stitch n’
grandmother knits, so knitting
Bitch in many communities,
is one of the biggest connecincluding Gambier.
tions I can make with her.”
But does the satisfaction
Brendan Mysliwiec ’08
of a scarf well-knit come from
doesn’t suffer prejudice as a
relieving stress, from the selfmale knitter. “No one ever
suffiency provided by creating
g ave me any problems,” he
your own clothing or from
says. “My mother and my aunt
satisf ying domestic stereo taught me how to knit when I
types ? Needles clack across
asked in my sophmore year of
this campus for a number of
high school—like seven years
different reasons.
ago. I brought it to boarding
“ Wa nti n g t o ma ke my
s c h o o l wi th m e . Ac tua l l y,
mom happy was definitely a big
the first time I ever got that
part of it,” said Katie Edelson
I shouldn’t knit was when I
’09. “My mom is a really big
brought my yarn to lecture.
knitter and taught me to knit
Afterwards, one of my dorm
when I was eight. I wanted to
facult y members told me I
make her something that would
couldn’t knit during meetings
mean something to her. What I
because ‘It’s really rude.’”
knit for her was more to show
Th i s s c o l d ing d i d n o t
my mother that I respected her
deter Mysliwiec from knitting
art form—because to her it’s an
while he works. “I can’t really
art form—something that she’s
do just knitting ,” he says. “It’s
dedicated to. “
a good way to do two things at
Charlie Baldwin
Relaxation is the goal of
once, muli-task. I’m still payStudents from Associate Professor of Italian Patricia Richards’ Italian class spent three days creating a complex,
many knitters. Some call it the
ing attention and I still take
full
course
meal. Appropriately titled Italian Cinema: Focus on Food,” the course consists of watching various
“new yoga.” Edelson agrees:
notes, but it helps me focus.”
films,
such
as
“Big Night,” which portrays the cultural difference between American’s and Italian’s attitudes towards
“Nowadays everyone’s focused
Cooper-Mullin learned
food
in
the
1950s,
according to Charlie Baldwin ’09.
on what’s the next big thing to
last year from the mother of a
“After
watching
the movie, we decided that we would try to make a timpano for ourselves,” said Kim Ziegler
do to relax, and with knitting
sick friend. “We came to visit
’07.
you can just be still and quiet.
her as she was taking care of
In the photo, Ziegler, along with Allegra Fety ’09, add various ingredients to the piecrust that makes up the
It’s interesting to see old-fashhim, but he was out of combase
of
timpano. According to Charles Baldwin ’09, timpano is difficult to describe but “it’s a huge layered pie sort
ioned knitting circles forming
mission for a few days, so she
of
dish
that includes ziti pasta, hard boiled eggs, meatballs, salami, and cheeses in the center.”
an interaction based around a
decided to teach us how to
According
to Baldwin, the timpano was so complex it took three days to complete. They received funding
common hobby.”
knit,” she says. “She took us to
from
Senior
Advisor
to the President Howard Sacks to use mainly local foods.
“Its something to ke ep
yarn store in town, helped us
“We
didn’t
expect
it to work very well, because timpano is a regional Italian dish cooked only for extremely
your hands occupied,” says
pick out yarn, and then spent
special
occasions,
and
the
recipe is extremely complex and time-consuming,” said Ziegler. “But in the end, the
Cl a r a C o o p er-Mu l l in ‘ 0 9 ,
three hours teaching us how
timpano
was
delicious,
and
we were all extremely happy with the result of the weekend’s work.”
E d e l s o n’s kn i t ti n g b u d d y.
to cast on.”
“It
was
lots
of
fun,
and
I think it made us all appreciate the slow approach to food and the great satisfaction
Knitters, it seems, often travel
Now she literally cannot
that
comes
out
of
a
meal
made
by hand and with quality ingredients,” said Baldwin.
in packs. The social interacstop. “Once you star t, it’s
–Mara Alperin
tions within the knitting circle
pretty addictive—it gets better
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Simpler
housing ... 17
years later

Student exercise attempts
don’t always work out

For an inexplicable reason, it has
taken Kenyon 17 years to realize that
the housing lottery system was flawed.
Finally, the College has scrapped the old
system—and high time too (see story,
page 1).
Until this year, the housing process
stretched out over the course of several
weeks, with separate lotteries for each
type of residence. Singles came first, apartments second and doubles and triples
third. The chief problem with
this system—one of many—was
that students who wanted apartments but did not get them were
then ineligible for singles.
As a result, living arrangements were anything but fair.
Seniors were sometimes stuffed
into Caples’ closet-like rooms
that they suffered as sophomores,
while sophomores and juniors
sometimes enjoyed the spacious
common rooms of the Acland
and Bexley Apartments.
At long last, Kenyon is switching
to a more sensible lottery system. The
process will take only one day, and all
forms of housing will be up for grabs at
the same time. When a student’s lottery
number is drawn, he or she can select any
room or apartment that is still available,
with a few exceptions (Tafts and Bexleys,
for example, will be for seniors only—as
they should be).
There may be some technical kinks
to work out before the new system runs
totally smoothly—for example, some
people have expressed concern that
students will take too long making up
their minds when their lottery numbers
are called. But the lottery change is a
major step in the right direction. As in
the past, students from different class
years will be able to share rooms and
apartments, which helps foster the sense
of community we all hold dear. Now,
however, seniors won’t get shafted. It may
have taken 17 years, but the new system
will be more fair and will save us all some
major headaches.

lose those last few pounds, Sally
only gets the latest gossip from
Hollywood. Next, we met Allen
the Ab Assassin. His range of
abs exercises grows each day as
he finds more weighted objects
to add to routine. But he too is
left wondering why his tummy is
far from taught and toned. Sally
and Allen rest their routine on
the fallac y of spot reduction.
Working one area of the body
for a toned look will not reduce
the size of the hip, buns or abs.
The energ y used for these exercises are recruited from all over
the body, not just one particular
area and fat comes off in a distinct sequence dictated by our
genes. This fallacy and others
animates the thinking fitness
thinking of Kenyon students.
But there is hope for those
trapped by fitness fallacies.
When I finished high school
I fell into the unrealistic expectations promoted by the fitness
industry and popular culture. I
slaved away in the weight room
hour after to hour in hopes of
a world-class body. When my
process was slow, I turned to
GNC- a veritable cornucopia of
pills, powders, and potions that
promised to help my growth. But
the promise of massive muscles
only left me with a lighter wallet. I eventually armed myself
with information on how and
why the body reacts to physical
fitness and food. I have since
pursued all fitness with a logical
reasoning , bearing the positive
results and self-satisfaction.
First of all, it is important
to understand how an individual’s genetic limitations affect
their results. How fast we can
r un , h ow h i g h we can jump ,
and how big our muscles will
grow is determined in the womb
(thanks Mom and Dad). Popeye

staff editorial



by Benjamin Van Horrick
Guest Columnist
I , l i ke m a ny s t u d e n t s a t
Kenyon, ma ke the trek down
the hill at 4pm to the Kenyon
Athletic Center, but I have noticed that many of my peers are
not making proper use of our
state of the art facility. Going
throug h the motions in many
classes will get you a B or better, but I have found that this
is not the ca se with physica l
fitness. Fifteen minutes on the
treadmill, a few curls, a couple
{remove d of ]thre e-pointers
and smoothie will not g o the
distance.
These lackadaisical workouts are time spent in vain. Why
do the students of Kenyon (ones
that rightfully pride themselves
on their critical reasoning skills)
f a il to apply these ta lents to
physical fitness? When they exit
the weight room, they are left
questioning why their efforts
do not yield positive results in
their p hysica l app earanc e. It
is not just one section of the
population, but this occurrence
cuts across all student demo graphics.
A distinct set of characters
inhabits the weight room at the
KAC. First, we have Sally The
Stairmaster Studier. She proves
that there is no better way
to pass twent y minutes while
“toning ” that than reading US
Weekly. But try as she might to

the Sailorman said it best: “I
yam what I yam .” Not to say
progress cannot be made, but a
certain limit to growth and gain
is hard-wired into every human.
For instance, the length of our
muscles dictates how large they
will grow. This is why many, if
not all of us will never achieve
the level of muscularity of
an NFL player or world-class
bodybuilder. Judg ing yourself
ag ainst other individuals is
misguided and ultimately frustrating. Evaluate your progress
or regression against yourself.
This is the most accurate and
meaningful measure.
A few simple measures can
improve your results. Recording
your food consumption can give
you a view of what and when you
eat. Opting for water, instead of
soda or coffee will make your
body run more efficiently. Set
a realistic g oal for your reg iment. It could be losing weight,
running a 5k or increasing your
bench press. Writing down how
much you lifted and ran gives an
understanding if how your body
reacts to the stress of exercise.
Finally, have a plan when entering the weight room. Having a
defined workout helps ensure
your efforts are purposeful and
directed. These last two sug gestions are used effectively by
student-athletes have structured
plans during their (in)voluntary
workouts.
It is not easy breaking away
from the misguided fitness dogma that permeates our culture.
We e xp e c t imp re ss i o n q u i c k
results with little or no work.
Then fall into the trap of unsafe
dieting and exercise. But fitness,
like anything of value, demands
commitment in its pursuit. A
sound body, to compliment your
sound mind, is within reach.
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Student monitors will
encourage safer party habits

By Blake Ellis
Staff Columnist
When I first heard of “party
monitors”—positions included
in a policy that may be actualized next fall in which people
wou ld work with the hosts
of registered to keep an eye
on the guests and call security
if necessary—I was skeptical.
When I heard that this party
monitor would be a fellow Kenyon student, I was even more
concerned about the idea.
There exist potential conflicts with this new policy. Party
monitors would be able to tell
the host to call security if something goes wrong, or even call
campus safety officers on their
own. Also, members of Greek
org anizations will probably
also serve as some of the party
monitors. This conjures visions
of students opposed to drinking
or perhaps sorority or fraternity
members abusing the position
of party monitor.
When I thought about it
more, the idea that party moni-
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tors would act as party-sabotagers seemed a little far-fetched,
however. Why would any student
opposed to drinking and op posed to people who drink want
to spend an evening with a large
group of intoxicated people? Furthermore, rival fraternities and
sororities would quickly learn
that the idea of sabotage could
work both ways. It would only
make sense that the party monitors will have a genuine interest
in keeping people safe. Thus, having students whose jobs are to attend parties in order to keep their
peers safe and to help the hosts
make their parties run smoothly
would be beneficial to all.
This new policy would ease
the workload of campus safety
offices, allowing them to make
significantly fewer rounds to
monitor parties each weekend
night, while, at the same time,
having someone on the “inside”
looking out for students’ welfare.
Since the host and the monitor would have a co-operative
responsibility to assure safety,
party sabotage seems unlikely.
Underage drinking is basically unavoidable on a college
campus; our college should not
pretend to be unaware of this and
should not make rules that drive
students simply to find more
sneaky and unsafe ways of getting
intoxicated. Instead, they should
recognize that drinking is going
to occur and that making drink-

ing as safe as possible should be
the number-one priority. Party
monitors would provide a nonthreatening presence that would
likely eliminate much of the “pregaming” in dorm rooms which
many students do behind locked
doors in attempts to get as drunk
as possible as fast as possible, before heading out to parties.
If students were able to get
a few drinks at a party without
constantly fearing , there would
be much less pressure on them
to get drunk as fast. There would
be no need to rush once you were
at the party, therefore making it
much easier to space out drinks
and gauge what a good stopping
point is.
It would be odd, and even
discouraging to me if most students on campus wouldn’t opt to
have fellow students, rather than
campus safety officers, patrol parties. We are college students, and
it seems to me that it is time for
us to start looking out for each
other; we, more than anyone else,
are able to know when our friends
or peers are too intoxicated or are
endangering themselves.
By introducing party monitors, the school is illustrating the
respect and trust that it would
like to bestow on its students as
well as demonstrating its belief
in our ability to monitor each
other without relying exclusively
on Campus Safety to look out
for us.

By Leslie Parsons
A&E Editor
10.) Nudist Housing – as much as I might like a nice and breezy romp
around the house, I wouldn’t want to walk by an open window and see a hairy
butt.
9.) Fight Club Housing – because the first rule of Fight Club is that we
don’t talk about Fight Club, which would make the application process rather
difficult.
8.) Triple Major Housing – because they already live in the library.
7.) Science Major Housing – see above.
6.) United Appreciators of the band Madness Housing – it would lend
itself too easily to puns on the song “Our House.”
5.) Actors in Titus Andronicus Housing – because I can’t tell the difference
between a fake knife and a real knife.
4.) I Leave My Door Unlocked Society Housing – seems like a disaster
waiting to happen.
3.) Recovering Pyromaniacs Housing – not on a campus this flammable.
2.) Collegian Housing – because when controversial articles come out, it’s
best that we scatter. And we already have the trailer.
1.) Leslie Parsons Appreciation Housing – because my mom doesn’t go to
Kenyon and President Nugent already lives in Cromwell Cottage.

			

SPEAK OUT!

Do you like the changes to the housing lottery?
“It’s a lot more logical. It
makes a lot more sense. It’s just going to be a rough transition.”
—Liz West ’10

“If Res Life wants to change
anything, they should be pbligated
to go to every single Greek meeting. If they’re gonna change stuff,
we shouldn’t just be directed to
a website, we want to be told in
person and be involved with any
decisions.”
—Colin Maguire ’08

“It’s going to lead to a lot of
ambiguity on the actual day. People
are going to change allegiances if
plans don’t work out. It’s going to be
good, though. It’s going to give us a
lot more options.”
—Lydia Thompson ’09
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KFS Previews
By Jason Smith and John Somerville
Collegian Staff

Charade
Friday, February 23
7:30 p.m.
KAC Theater

This movie is one of the most
star-studded to come from the
1960s. It stars, in part, Audrey
Hepburn, Cary Grant, Walter Matthau and James Coburn. Directed by
Stanley Donen, Charade concerns a
socialite widow named Regina Lampert (Hepburn) who learns that her
husband had stolen $250,000 from a
group of his army buddies who killed
him to get it. The money is somewhere in Paris, where Lampert lives,
and the villains will stop at nothing
to get it back. However, Regina gets
help from an unknown man named
Peter Joshua (Grant), who keeps
changing his name and may be after
the money himself.
The film provides an enticing
blend of beautiful shots of Paris
combined with an intense sense of
intrigue and danger. It is never a
sure thing who is who until the end,
even as bodies start piling up. Peter
Joshua’s ever-changing personality
keeps everyone involved on a knifeedge, and the all-star cast does an
excellent job. The masterful script by
Peter Stone keeps up a sense of menace with wit throughout. Charade
has been kind of neglected over the
years, which is a shame as it has aged
better than many films of its time.
All in all, it is an exciting blend of
suspense and humor that entertains
even after forty years.

Babel
Saturday, February 24
7:30 p.m.
KAC Theater

Nominated for seven Oscars,
including Best Picture, at this Sunday’s Academy Award ceremonies,

Babel tells four interwoven stories
about the differences (cultural and
otherwise) that divide us. Richard
(Brad Pitt) and Susan (Cate Blanchett) are a married couple vacationing
in Morocco. Susan is inadvertently
shot by two local boys who were
given a rifle by their father to hunt.
She lies in critical condition in a
small village, while the boys’ father
struggles to protect his family. Richard and Susan’s children, meanwhile,
are in California under the care of
their nanny (Adriana Barraza), who
takes them on an ill-advised trip
to Mexico with her nephew (Gael
Garcia Bernal) so she can attend her
son’s wedding.
The fourth story unfolds in
Japan, where a recently widowed
father struggles to communicate
with his lonely deaf daughter (Rinko
Kikuchi). It’s not immediately clear
how this story relates to the other
three, but it is revealed in time. As
in their previous collaborations (21
Grams and Amores Perros), director
Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu and
screenwriter Guillermo Arriaga
deftly bring many characters together, without it ever feeling forced.
The stunning cinematography by
Oscar-nominee Rodrigo Prieto is
also worth noting.
Babel showcases one of the
finest collections of acting performances in recent years. Barraza and
Kikuchi were deservedly nominated
for Oscars. Pitt turns in some of the
best work of his career, and Blanchett
is her usual magnificent self. This is
a film that demands some attention
to keep track of all the characters
and connections, but it’s worth the
effort. Babel is a dark and emotional
film about the difficulties of communicating in the modern world, but it
ultimately ends on a refreshing note
of cautious hope.

What We’re Watching

Thursday, February 22, 2007

Beyond Therapy brings sidesplitting laughs to Black Box

Lily Moore-Coll

Bob (Adam Latek ’09), Bruce (William Cirocco ’10) and Prudence (Beth Throop ’10 ) get into an argument in Beyond Therapy.

By Caleb Ruopp
Staff Writer
It’s not often that a show can be
called a laugh riot, but I feel safe in deeming Beyond Therapy just that. Not five
minutes went by without the audience
cracking a smile and laughing out loud.
This unfortunately meant that a couple
of lines were lost when actors started up
again without us, but they mostly caught
themselves.
The pacing was lively; it always
kept us interested and involved. Even
the silences were exciting and funny to
watch, especially when Charlotte, played
by Johanna Ralsten ’09, was on stage. She
even managed to get a laugh on her very
first line, which usually isn’t surprising,
except that her first line was “Hello.” As
the absent-minded therapist, she stole the
show whenever she was on stage, vibrant
and boisterous, with an in-your-face-butwith-a-smile attitude. And when she was
searching for the right word, as random as
the succession seemed to us, you could see
she thought it was a logical succession.
The main characters didn’t put
us to sleep either. Beth Throop ’10 and
Will Cirocco ’10 as the romantic leads
grabbed the audience from the start
and didn’t let go. Throop, who played
Prudence, showed us all how truly taxing
a bad date can be and yet how a kind of
cute and endearing guy can beat even the

worst first impression. Her near nervous
breakdowns were quite believable, and
all of us could say, “Oh, I’ve been there.”
When Prudence finally snapped, she
was scary.
Cirocco, as Bruce, poured his heart
into his very emotional character, said
his funniest lines with a straight face and
helped us sympathize with his character.
He shone in his pleading with others to
calm down, telling people that everything
would be all right, with his character’s
optimism shining in face of overwhelming odds.
One of those odds was Adam Latek
’09, who played Bob, Bruce’s male lover.
Latek put on a stellar performance, alternating between a calm but ticking time
bomb and highly sarcastic and pissed-off
jilted lover. His frustration and jealousy
were very well portrayed.
Harry Slack ’10, as Prudence’s therapist, did very well as the male chauvinist
pig in Prudence’s life. He spoke for fears
of inadequacy and how some men have
real problems relating to women, or even
talking to them. He also gave a good boost
to the idea that therapists are not perfect,
and they have frustrations too.
Thomas Gonyea ’08, as the waiter
who finally shows up on the third date,
took a small part and made something
of it, always a challenge.
I also tip my hat to the playwright,

Christopher Durang. The script is very
well written, though some of the jokes are
slightly dated. The basic underlying theme
that the difficulties of love will send us to
a point where therapy cannot help shone
through, and the cast really got into it.
I recall one such scene, when Bob
and Bruce are singing “Frère Jacques” and
“76 Trombones” at the top of their lungs
at each other, while Prudence argues with
Bob’s mother, who is on the phone, trying
to say she is not ruining his life. So much
action, yet it was all understandable and
plausible.
Credit should also be given to Phil
Fine ’09 on the soundboard, who kept
the telephone rings in perfect time with
the scene. The story itself, though wild
and far-fetched, was always plausible, and
always witty.
The set was basic but well done.
There was no scenery, just a plain backdrop, neither flattering nor unflattering.
There were good props, including some
humorous oddities in Charlotte’s desk.
We were able to tell where we were, and it
gave us more time to focus on the actors.
So a “job well done” also to director Ken Worrall ’09, and production
stage manager Michael Schaeffer ’09
for putting together this laugh-out-loud
romantic comedy that had me in stitches
after five minutes and never gave them
time to heal.

MST3K Preview
By Andrew Cunningham and Eugene Rutigliano
Collegian Staff

During Hillel’s Mel Brooks Movie Festival, students watched History
of the World: Part I, among other films.
Kayla Cornblath ’09, Ariela Haber ’09, Tova Yoast-Hull ’09, Adele
Blake ’07, Jessie Rubenstein ’08, Stephen DeSanto ’07, Stephanie Reiches
’09 and Hannah Garfinkle ’07 were in attendance.
“It’s Mel Brooks; Mel Brooks is a genius,” said Rubenstein.
“We’re waiting for Part II,” said Blake.
“There’s just boobs everywhere,” said Garfinkle.
by Leslie Parsons, design by Daniel Streicher

For our first Collegian writeup, we felt it would be best to
devote a small amount of space
to explaining the basic premise of
Mystery Science Theater 3000. In
short, a man and robots made of
Tupperware and gumball machines
are made to watch bad movies
because a mad scientist has them
trapped in space. To get through
the movies, they make jokes. Got
it? Good.
Operation Double 007 is a
bad movie. It stars Sean Connery’s
brother Neil Connery as Neil Connery, a hypnotist called in to serve

his country as a secret agent because
his brother was busy.
The movie ends up being about
one Sean Connery short of a bad
Bond movie – the actors who
normally portray Mr. and Miss
Moneypenny (Bernard Lee and
Lois Maxwell) play analogous roles
here, and Adolfo Celi and Anthony
Dawson both portrayed Bond villains in previous outings.
As for the plot, um, well,
there’s a crime syndicate. Most of
its flunkies dress up in striped shirts
and berets. Nuns are featured at
one point, and Neil Connery also

has to pretend to be a blind man
to find some radioactive material.
The whole thing culminates in a
no-holds-barred fistfight aboard
someone’s ship, as scantily clad
women run about underfoot.
For all of its shortcomings,
this film will always stand as the
single best move ever to feature
Neil Connery. It’s also about twice
as good as Moonraker, and two and
two-thirds times better than Die
Another Day.
Mystery Science Theater 3000
movies are shown every Friday at
6:30pm in Higley Auditorium.
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Sly Fox: Dessert theater production to benefit charity
By Will Cirocco
Staff Writer
The Kenyon College Drama
Club’s annual Dessert Theater production, which will be Larry Gelbart’s Sly
Fox this year, is set to open this Thursday at the Black Box Theater. Set in
19th-century San Francisco, the play
follows the con scheme of the wealthy
recluse Foxwell J. Sly (Clay von Carlowitz ’09) and his assistant Simon
Able (Dan Takacs ’09). The moneyloving Sly, in an elaborate scheme to
increase his wealth, has been faking
his own terminal illness and convincing the wealthy residents of the city,
including his lawyer, Craven (Lizzy
Lee ’09), aging Jethro Crouch (Sam
Hunter ’10) and well-to-do Abner
Truckle (Matthew Ward ’09), to heap
gifts upon him in a bid to become the
sole heir to Sly’s massive fortune.
“This is a very well-written comedy,” said director Griffin Horn ’09.
“The reason it is so effective is that
everything is grounded in an on-stage
goal … everyone wants Sly’s money,
and will do anything to get it. One of
Sly’s lines says that people fall out of
trees, climb through the woodwork
and squeeze through the plumping
just to get a look at the coins. This
is a show of falling, crawling and
squeezing.”
“The script is clear, clean, just
about as funny as anything,” said
Takacs. “The play has about fifty one-

Simon Able (Dan Takacs ’09) visits the seemingly unwell Foxwell J. Sly (Clay von Carlowitz ’09) in Sly Fox.

liners that out of context are just as
funny, even if you just watch the show
from half way through … Griffin has
been a great director; he’s very much
brought up this process, and done a
great job of helping us find moments
in the play.”
Though it is a full-scale KCDC
show, Dessert Theater is unique from
its other productions in several re-

spects. The price of a ticket ($5) not
only includes admission to the show,
but also a variety of desserts served in
the Black Box Theater at 7:30, a half
hour before the show begins. All proceeds will be donated to Hospice, a local charity for terminally ill patients.
“Dessert Theater is a great way
for students to help raise money for
charity, in this case Hospice,” said

Courtesy of Kirsten Reach

Horn. “Since the play is about greed
it’s important we give all the money
to charity.”
“Dessert Theater is a nice program because it’s a great chance to do
a fun play,” said Producer Reid Myers
’10, who has organized the desserts,
publicity and contact with Hospice.
“It’s not as formal as a thesis or faculty show, but it’s still a full KCDC

production.”
“It offers an opportunity to take
part in KCDC not ordinarily available,” said Takacs. “New directors and
actors have the chance to make their
mark. Up-and-coming students have
the ability to work on-stage through
KCDC.”
“The cast is very colorful,” said
Horn. “It’s been great seeing them onstage and the work they’ve done. They
bounce stuff back and forth very well
… it’s good seeing them work together.
Each one brings life to the show.”
Sharing a story about a particularly moving moment he’d experienced
during rehearsal, Horn continued,
“We were working the second act,
which has rapid fire dialogue, and I
told them to pick up their cues. They
did it, and the reading gave me goose
bumps.”
Also featuring Kafui Akakpo ’10,
David Ellis ’10, Colleen McLellan ’09,
Rose Proctor ’10, Anna Stevens ’08,
and Cait Watkins ’08, Sly Fox promises
to be a high-energy and witty show
that will help support a local charity.
The audience can expect fast action,
scathing humor and, of course, a great
selection of desserts.
Sly Fox will be performed
tonight and Saturday at 8
p.m. in the Black Box Theater.
Tickets will cost $5.

Student Music Recital
Sex industry workers give
Previews
insight to their work in art show
By Leslie Parsons
A&E Editor
“The show is described as
a ‘cabaret-style evening of performance art’ which combines
spoken word, burlesque, music
and multimedia performance art
in an endeavor to demonstrate
the ‘complicated ways in which
sex workers experience their
jobs and their lives,’” said event
coordinator Rachel Kauppila ’08
of the Sex Workers’ Art Show,
which will be coming to campus
this week.
“The performers are from all
parts of the sex industry—strippers, prostitutes, film stars, phone
sex operators, etc.,” said Kauppila.
“ They give both positive and
negative views of the industry.”
The current tour of the show
has been performed across the nation. Just this month they have
been as far west as New Mexico
and as far east as Rhode Island.
Currently on the tour are

many famous names from the
sex industry such as Miss Dirty
Martini, Julie Atlas Muz, Kirk
Read, Jo Weldon, Stephen Elliott, Dumb Type, Cono Snatch
Zubobinskaya, Reginald Lamar,
Amber Dawn and the show ’s
founder Annie Oakley.
According to Kauppila, the
group that runs the show contacted the Crozier Center for
Women about performing at
Kenyon, and the Crozier board
agreed to bring this innovative
art form to campus.
“Crozier decided the Sex
Workers’ Art Show would be a
worthwhile event to host as it is
supposed to offer a ‘wide range
of perspectives on sex work’ by
people who know the industry
the best—the workers themselves,” said Kauppila.
With help from Unity House,
Student Activities and the department of women’s and gender
studies, the Crozier Center for

Women will be hosting the show
in Rosse Hall on Tuesday.
“There is an incredible interest in the sex industr y, as
demonstrated by everything from
the film Pretty Woman to the
recent success of the book Diary
of a Manhattan Call Girl to last
year’s women’s and gender studies senior colloquium on women
and pornography,” said Kaupilla.
“What better way to shed light on
the industry than to have a group
of real sex workers come to campus to perform a show specifically
interested in shedding light on
the industry? For years we have
seen glamorized and scandalized
impressions of the sex industry.
Now we can listen to what real sex
workers have to say about their
work and their lives.”
The Sex Workers’ Art Show
will be in Rosse Hall on Tuesday at 8
p.m. More information can be found
about the show at http://www.
sexworkersartshow.com.

By Mike Kim
Staff Writer

Ben Taylor ’07 is presenting his
senior composition on musicianship
Feb. 23 at 2 p.m. in Brandi Recital
Hall. An academic lecture based on
the research project he has completed,
Taylor’s presentation involves avantgarde composers John Cage, Morton
Feldman and Earle Brown. He will
discuss new notation systems used by
these mid-20th- century composers.
“I chose this topic,” said Taylor,
“because I’m concentrating in composition and effective notational practices. Understanding new methods of
notation are now very important in
expressing new musical ideas.”
Afterwards, Ira Ochs ’07 is
giving his musical recital at 4 p.m. in
Brandi Recital Hall. Ochs, playing a
bass guitar, will invite Joe Donohue
’07 and Alex Murphy ’10 onto the
stage for a bass/piano/drums jazz
trio performance for the first set.
Ochs will include Evan Axelbaum
’10 on alto sax, Jeremy Sher ’09 on

violin and Riley Witte ’09 on oboe
for the second half of his recital. Ochs
emphasizes that the purpose of these
sets is to demonstrate his wide array
of abilities as a “composer, arranger
and leader.”
Ochs said he is extremely proud
of this six-person group because he
has been performing with them as the
band Selected Letters. Rehearsing together two to four times a week since
their inception, Ochs said he believes
the bond he and his five bandmates
share is a crucial aspect in the success
of his musicianship. “I believe that
being comfortable with the musicians that you are playing with is one
of the most important things for an
ensemble to have,” he said. “It allows
us to have excellent communication
and a ‘group’ sound and enhances our
friendships.”
Ochs is hoping his recital will
further highlight the talents and successes of Selected Letters.

Did you know that the A&E Editor is Miss Kenyon?
Be part of her reign and write for A&E!
E-mail parsonsl@kenyon.edu.
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Peggy Sue’s: Pie, french fries and a feeling of home
our way toward Newcastle, Ohio,
in search of Peggy Sue’s Steaks and
Ribs.
After one too many slices of
“I had one of the best meals
mystery cake with plastic icing and
of my life there,” said my friend
plates of steamed vegetable mixes,
Hannah Jones ’10, who had been to
my friends and I were in need of
Peggy Sue’s before. That may have
been a bit of an
exaggeration,
but the dinners
we were about
to enjoy would
not disappoint.
Just past the
infamous Foxhole, Newcastle’s strip club,
we turned into
the parking lot
of Peggy Sue’s,
ready to indulge in some
of Newcastle’s
more wholesome entertainment.
Upon first
glance, the restaurant doesn’t
appear to be
anything speMichelle Von Hirschberg ’10 samples a piece Katie Weber cial. The front
of Peggy Sue’s signature pie.
room of Peggy
Sue’s looks like
some real food and a change of scenthe classic Midwestern diner with a
ery. Armed with empty stomachs,
pay counter and white vinyl booths
we hopped into my car and made
where well-fed older men eat cheeseBy Katie Weber
Staff Writer

burgers and sip milkshakes. But as we
sat ourselves in the dining area the
next room over, we were transported
into an atmosphere that reminded us
of eating at Grandma’s house.
Large wooden dining tables
with high-backed wood chairs sat
in a room with floral wallpaper and
a crackling fire in the fireplace. Our
waitress came promptly and greeted
us with a friendly hello. We ordered
sandwiches, soup, burgers and even
“one trip to the salad bar.”
Peggy Sue’s has a general menu
with classics like BLTs or spaghetti
and meatballs, and it all comes at a
price easy on any college student’s
wallet. The highest bill any of us had
to pay was $12. All the food is filling,
fast and tasty, but Peggy’s specialty is
undoubtedly the pie.
“When I go to school and I say
where I work, people are always like
‘Ohhh, that place with the really good
pie,’” said Margaret McCoy, a senior
at Mount Vernon High School who
has been working at Peggy’s for over
a year and a half. McCoy added that
she didn’t know of any awards given
to Peggy Sue’s but that the pie gives
Peggy’s its reputation.
With 18 flavors of pie to
choose from, ranging from banana
crème to Reese’s cup, my friends
and I settled on peach and apple a la
mode. Each delicious bite reminded
us why we had made the 15-minute

Chinese New Year celebrated
with food, dance and singing
By Maia raber
Features Assistant
Kenyon’s Chinese New Year
celebration, held this year in Rosse

guage students—introduced the
various pieces, performed by their
fellow Chinese language students,
faculty members, faculty children
and other members of the Kenyon

With songs and colorful costumes, performers celebrated
the beginning of the Year of the Boar.

Hall on Saturday night, rang us in to
the Year of the Boar with a colorful
combination of song, dance, and
fashion. The masters of ceremony,
Andrew Hoagland ’09 and Lynn
Hartman ’09—both Chinese lan-

Allie Wigley

community.
After an opening performance
of two songs by the first-year Chinese language class, Ziyue Guo ’10
and Jeremy Sher ’09 performed a
violin concerto. Following the vio-

lin piece, the second-year Chinese
language class sang “The Moon
Represents My Heart,” accompanied
on the guitar by Dave Thurston ’09
and Joe Kloc ’08; and also sang “The
Sincere Hero.” Andrew Upjohn ’10
then recited a Chinese poem called
“Song of the Traveling Child.”
Also included in the program
for the evening was an adorable
fashion show with faculty children
and student models; a duet song
from the Huangmei Opera, a martial
arts performance by Alex Broder ’09,
Alex Zhao ’10 and Adele Blake ’07;
a hula dance by Paige Markham ’09
and her friend Yee Sau Lin; a jianzi
kicking demonstration by Peter Robbins ’07; a Tibetan dance; a piano
piece; a calligraphy demonstration
by Joey Lee ’09; a singing performance of a Chinese pop song by
Jonathan Thorndike ’09 with guitar
accompaniment by Dave Thurston
’09; a Russian folk song; a piece performed with the Hulusi (a Chinese
reed instrument) and an Uygur Folk
Dance—all beautifully executed.
Student performers were happy
to be involved in the unique event.
“The Chinese New Year is a
very cool cultural experience, and I’m
glad people came,” said Upjohn.
“It was an experience that
brought a bit of Chinese culture to
the Kenyon community,” said Abi
Barnes ’09, a second-year Chinese
student. “I enjoyed learning the
Chinese music.”

drive to Newcastle.
Although Peggy herself wasn’t
there that night, she often is, and
the rest of her friendly workers
contribute to the family feel of the
restaurant that is so comforting to a
college student away from home—or
to anyone, for that matter.
“We have a table for regulars
over there,” said McCoy, pointing
to a table by the front window. “We
know them by name and don’t even

Peggy Sue’s features several flavors of pie.

have to ask them what they want to
drink.”
Peggy Sue’s may be across from
the Foxhole, but that didn’t seem
to affect its business—if anything
it helped.

“It doesn’t really bother us,” said
McCoy. “Sometimes people come in
and we know they’re headed down
there and we just kind of laugh.” She
said that people often know of Peggy
Sue’s because of the Foxhole.
Walking out of Peggy Sue’s
with bursting stomachs, we felt very
satisfied. Not only had we eaten a
great meal in a warm, comforting
atmosphere, but we had gotten to
appreciate some of that Midwestern

Katie Weber

hospitality for which Ohio is famous.
I know that my next stale cookie from
Gund will not only pale in comparison to the delicious apple pie, but it
will also leave me daydreaming about
my next visit to Peggy Sue’s.

Mock Trial team advances
to national tournament
By Emily Feleen
Staff Writer
The Kenyon College Mock
Trial team, led by Eddie Rice ’07,
traveled to Joliet, Illinois this past
weekend for the Mock Trial Central Basin Regional. The competition lasted two days, where teams
competed for a spot at the national
tournament. Kenyon’s team split
into two for the event, one of which
won a fourth place finish and the
chance to compete at the national
competition, which will be held
in Waukegan, Illinois, on March
15-16.
Kenyon’s two teams each consisted of six students. Members of
both won individual awards: Dayne
Baughman ’08 of Team 690 won
the Outstanding Attorney Award,
Sasha Minium ’09 of team 691 won
the Outstanding Attorney Award,
and Hannah Schieber ’08 of Team
691 won the Outstanding Witness
Award.
The mock case, according to
Rice, involved the shooting of a
teenager, Max Jeffries; participants
were to determine whether the
police department should be held
liable.
“We are very proud of [team
members] for their outstanding
work,” said Sean Ryan ’08, vice
president of the Mock Trial team.
“The regional competition involved
a lot of work with two days of court
trials consisting of two sessions per

day at three hours each.”
“What I love about being a
mock trial lawyer and being able to
argue a case in a real courtroom is
that it gives you the chance to do one
of those things that you imagine doing but never really believe that you
will,” said Minium. “It’s just a great
opportunity, especially for someone
like me who isn’t planning on going
to law school.”
“I like being a witness because
it gives me my own little corner of
creative control,” said Emily Goldwaser ’09. “One of my characters,
a criminal named Toni Smith, is
fun for me to play as a tough-guy
type, but at the opposite end of
the spectrum she can be played as a
born-again Christian. As long as you
get the facts in on the stand, the creation of your witnesses’ personality
is almost entirely in your hands.”
Rice, who founded the Mock
Trial club in his first year at Kenyon,
said, “We expect to do fairly well.
We hope to have a winning record.
That’s our goal.”
The team that travels to the
national competition can have a
maximum of eight members and
may be comprised of members from
either team Kenyon brought to the
regional competition.
“We’ve got some tough competition ahead of us,” said Rice. “It’s
more enjoyable to be challenged because you learn the most about your
abilities and your team’s abilities.”
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Lords begin NCAA preparations Lords lax starts season
by sara kaplow
Senior Sports Editor
On Saturday, the swimming
Lords hosted the Kenyon College
Invitational, an unscored time-trial
event, despite the tragic news that one
of their first-year teammates, Caleb
Gottinger, had suffered what would
turn out to be a fatal fall earlier that
morning. Gottinger was a freestyle
specialist who came from a family of
swimmers and was embraced by the
Kenyon team.
“Caleb was a gritty swimmer and
a tough competitor,” head coach Jim
Steen, who missed the meet in order to
be at the hospital, said in a press release.
“He will be deeply missed.”

Despite the circumstance, the
Lords used the meet to prepare for the
NCAA Championships, hoping to solidify the 18-member squad. The meet
included teams from all three divisions
of college sports.
Sophomore Michael Machala
earned himself an NCAA provisional
‘B’ cut time in the 100-yard butterfly
time trial with a time of 51.28 after
leading the pack in the race event. Firstyear teammate David Lazarus also put
up a ‘B’ cut time in the 100-yard breaststroke with a time of 58.34, besting his
previous times in that event.
Junior Alex Stoyel took second
place in the 200-yard individual medley race with a time of 1:55.30 and
first-year Nate Carruthers notched a

second in the 100-yard butterfly with
a time of 52.05.
The Lords now have only one
meet remaining: the Division III
national championships, which they
have commanded for 27 consecutive
years. The pressure that comes with that
streak does not seem to be bothering
the team, however, as they “seem to be
eagerly awaiting the opportunity to test
themselves,” said Steen.
The wait will be over as the national championships begin on March
15. The three-day competition takes
place in Houston, Texas, and will
feature teams such as local NCAC
rival Denison University and Emory
University, who placed second and
third last year, respectively.

Lords basketball season
ends in playoffs
by bob dignazio
Staff Reporter
The Kenyon men’s basketball
team lost to Ohio Wesleyan 60-54
in Tuesday night’s NCAC Tournament quarterfinal game at OWU.
It seemed as though two different
Kenyon teams showed up to Branch
Rickey Arena over the course of
the game. During the sleepy first
half, the Lords dug themselves a
deep hole, particularly due to poor
shooting. However, in the second
half the Kenyon squad looked rejuvenated and clawed their way back
before falling just short at the end
of regulation.
Poor Kenyon shooting allowed
Ohio Wesleyan to control the first
half. The Lords shot just 24 percent
of 21 points from the field and
a mediocre 75 percent from the
charity stripe. The Battling Bishops
relied on three-point shooting in
the first half. Although they made
35 percent overall, the Bishops were
seven for 14 from beyond the arc.
Ohio Wesleyan rode their rally of
good perimeter shooting to take a
31-20 lead at halftime.
With their season on the line,
the Lords emerged from halftime
with incredible focus. Kenyon
completely reversed their shooting
fortunes. The Lords shot 50 per-

cent from the field and a whopping
78 percent (seven for nine) from
three-point range in the second half.
In addition, the shooting accuracy
that OWU displayed in the first half
completely disappeared. They shot
36 percent in the second half, and
only 18 percent on three-pointers.
Without their perimeter shooting,
the Bishops found it hard to keep
their lead.
Kenyon went on two long
rallies to catch OWU. Early in the
second half, sophomores Korey
Haddox and Bryan Yelvington, and
junior Chris Yorlano all drained
three-pointers to bring the Lords
within two points with 13 minutes
left in regulation. After an OWU
rally, the Lords outscored OWU
9-3 to pull them within two points
again with 2:11 left. However, the
Lords could not keep the rally going.
OWU blanked Kenyon in the final
two minutes while making all four
free throw attempts and sealing the
victory 60-54.
Chris Yorlano had a big offensive night for the Lords. The junior
point guard shot well, going four for
four from the field, three of which
were from beyond the arc. He also
pulled down four rebounds and
dished out three assists. Sophomore
Bryan Yelvington continued to
stand out on both ends of the court.

with high expectations
by donovan ortega
Staff Reporter

The Lords Lacrosse team opened
their 2007 campaign with big expectations. After finishing the 2006 season
with an impressive 11-3 record, the
Lords picked up one of just 20 at-large
bids to enter the NCAA tournament
for the first time since 2000.
The team opened with a trip
to Ann Arbor on Saturday to play an
exhibition against the University of
Michigan, a Division I school. The team
put up a good fight but eventually fell to
the Wolverines 11-10.
Following is a list of players who
will have to play well if the Lords plan on
improving upon their 2006 record.

Players to Watch

Ali Kittle

Sophomore Allen Bediako shoots
over his defender’s head in a recent
home game.

He had 24 points, nine rebounds,
and two assists, missing another
double-double by just one rebound.
Strong rebounding kept the Lords
in the game. In addition, to strong
production from Yelvington and
Yorlano, sophomore Dave Jolson
pulled down eight rebounds, while
first-year Dave Knapke had six.

Senior Luke Larson: One of only
three players in the North Coast Athletic Conference to garner a spot on the
pre-season All-American team, Larson
tore apart the opposition last year. The
senior returns to the field this season after
his junior year in which he notched a
team-leading 37 goals and compiled a
total of 47 points. Three of his 37 goals
were game winners. The fourth year
midfielder is ranked 13th on Kenyon’s
all-time list for goals scored (77) and
21st in total points (102), rankings that
will undoubtedly improve as the year
progresses. But for Larson, it’s not about
individual accolades.
“Being an All-American—it’s
nice—but it doesn’t mean a thing,” said
Larson. “What really matters is how
we play as a team. My teammates and I
want one thing, and that’s to win. W’s
are all we want.”
SeniorSeanWheeler: Thissenior
midfielder is coming off a 2006 season in
which he led the entire conference with
28 assists while adding 13 goals. That
was enough to earn him a spot on the
All-NCAC second team roster. When
asked about Wheeler’s passing ability,
senior Adam Lucas said, “It’s like he’s
Steve Nash with the skill in which he
distributes. If you’re open, Wheeler will
find you. He’s deadly accurate.” Wheeler
will take on even greater responsibility
this year as he was named captain along
with fellow seniors Larson, Stewart
Kerns and Adam Lucas.
Sophomore Devin Catlin: In his

second year on the job, the attacker could
not be stopped. Catlin led all Lords with
50 points, scoring 29 goals while racking up 21 assists. Catlin made a name
for himself on Kenyon’s man-up-unit,
scoring timely goals while Kenyon’s opponents had men in the penalty box.
“Catlin has natural instincts around
the net,” said senior defenseman Stewart
Kerns. “He finds holes in the defense
that others can’t and doesn’t hesitate to
penetrate and score. He does it all the
time.”
SeniorStewartKerns: Anchoring
the defense this year, Kerns will look to
make it difficult for attackers to get open
looks on net. Kerns corralled 36 ground
balls last year and led a defense that
featured young talent in junior Bob Dignazio and sophomore Tony Alexander.
The junior and sophomore were forced
to take on more responsibility when
senior defender Chris Mathews went
down for the year with an injury. They
reacted admirably, helping the Lords
hold a goal against average of 7.39.
“Our defensive mentality is toughness,” said Kerns. “We want to play so
hard the other team wants to quit. If
someone is running through the lane, we
want that guy to be nervous, looking over
his shoulder for the hit that is about to
come. The attackers can have all the goals
and glory. All we want are the hits.”
Sophomore David Page: One of
the biggest departures from last season
was the stellar goaltending of Charlie
Floeckher. Floeckher had a sensational
year between the pipes, recording 145
saves in just 15 contests, and he was a big
reason the Lords had a successful 2006
campaign. Starting this year in the net for
the Lords is sophomore David Page. The
second year player out of Westchester, PA
appeared in five games last year and gave
up just six goals while facing 32 shots.
“We’ve got all the confidence in the
world in Page,” said Larson. “He works as
hard as anyone on the team and is a heck
of a goaltender.”
The Lords begin the season when
they travel to Cincinnati to face the
College of Mount St. Joseph on Feb.
24. Their first home game is against
Dickinson College next Saturday.

Kenyon ice hockey team faces big challenges, has high hopes for next season
By Kathryn Tumen
Staff Reporter
Kenyon’s ice hockey team finished an obstacle-filled season with
a record of 2-4. Of the three teams
that comprised the league this year,
the Lords walked away with victories
against Oberlin, only to be defeated
by Ohio Wesleyan and Denison. The
last game against Oberlin marked the
high point of the season, which the
Lords won 9-2.
“We only had seven skaters (besides Adam in goal), while Oberlin had
more than enough for two full lines,”
said junior Evan McLaren. “Every
Kenyon player had to be on the ice far

more than in a typical game.”
“The last game really showed our
resiliency if nothing else,” said senior
Will O’Keefe.
The ice hockey team faces the
challenges associated with being a club
team and lacking varsity status, little
funding and no coach, and they must
also drive 40 minutes to the closest ice
rink. While the team receives some
funding from the school, they have
used their resources sparingly, holding
only five practices first semester, while
they held two practices every other
week after winter break. This year, the
team received funding to hold two
extra practices, which is significant
considering that 50 minutes of ice

time costs $195. Games are $600. Additionally, Kenyon’s ice hockey team is
the only team in the league without a
hired coach.
“Will O’Keefe, the main organizer, faced tremendous pressure in making game and practice arrangements,
finding the money to pay for them and
lobbying people to come out and play
on a regular basis,” said McLaren. “He
did a great job.”
Though game attendance was
typically excellent, it was difficult
to ensure that everyone would be at
practice. While the team lost players
due to injuries and other obligations,
losing six valuable players to lacrosse
mid-season presented the biggest chal-

lenge. As a club team, recruiting players
is off-limits.
McLaren plans to take on some
of O’Keefe’s managing responsibilities
next year. “Assuming we can get over
the hurdles that Will faced and get a
group of consistent players, I hope we
can address some of the problems we
suffered as an actual team on the ice,”
said McLaren.
Yet McLaren will have new challenges to face in the upcoming season.
In addition to losing seniors O’Keefe
and John Skubel, the team will lose two
instrumental players, Rob Galloway
and Josh Kumpf, sophomores who plan
to study off-campus next year.
While the infrastructure of the

league fell apart this year, allowing
the team to participate in only six
games after last season’s 12, Wooster
has formed a team, thereby enhancing the likelihood of more games for
next season. Kenyon women have also
formed an ice hockey team with nearly
15 players. They will host their debut
game next season.
In spite of the difficulties this
season, team members say hockey is fun
for all—both players and fans.
“The team always seems to
be having a blast, and they are always
a joy to watch,” said sophomore fan
Alex Boivin. “Frankly, I’m really sad
the season’s over, and I can’t wait for
the next one.”
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Ladies beat OWU, advance
to semi-finals vs. Denison
By Donovan Ortega
Staff Reporter
The Ladies rolled to another victory on Tuesday, dismantling Ohio
Wesleyan University 54-44 in a quarter-final NCAC matchup that saw the
fourth- and fifth-seeded teams in the
tournament fight it out on Kenyon’s home
court, Tomsich Arena. The Ladies—who
before this game boasted a home record of
8-4—stretched their win total to nine on
the year and continued their dominance
in the newly built facility with the help
of a wild throng of almost 600 faithful
Kenyon fans.
First-year Laurel Stokes had the
game of her short career, notching ten
points and grabbing six rebounds to help
the Ladies reach the semi-final of the
NCAC tournament for the third year
in a row. After the game, Stokes was all
smiles.
“I am happy that I was able to contribute for my team tonight,” said Stokes.
“We have worked hard all year to get
this to this point, and right now it’s win
or go home. I’m just trying to play more
basketball.”
Both teams struggled from the field
early on, the first point not being scored
until four and a half minutes into the
first half on a Bishop free throw. Perhaps
spurred by the awkward one-point Bishop
lead, the Ladies knocked down threepoint shots on two of their next three possessions. After the Bishop’s initial point,
Kenyon did not trail in the game.
In fact, Ohio Wesleyan would wait
until 11 minutes had elapsed in the first
half to make their first field goal—a testament to Kenyon’s smothering defense.
Over that time the Bishops went 0-16
from the field. Unable to get any penetration through Kenyon’s perimeter defense,
Ohio Wesleyan was content to lob deep
three-pointers that clanged harmlessly off
the rim. They were 0-10 from beyond
the arch.
Unfortunately, the Ladies’ offense
was only slightly better in terms of production, as they managed just 10 points in
the same span. So, despite their tenacious
defense, when the Bishops finally put
together a 6-2 run, the Ladies found their
lead diminished to one point with four
minutes left in the first half.
At that point the Ladies offense
came out of hibernation. They finished
the closing minutes of the half by doubling
their point production from the first 16

minutes. The Ladies scored the final 14
points to push their lead at halftime too
26-14.
“The first half was frustrating,” said
junior forward Anne Dugan. “We were
playing great defense but were not able to
get anything going on offense. Finishing
the first half with the lead was good for
our confidence, but we should have been
winning by a lot more.”
In the second half the Bishops would
get as close as 37-31 with eight minutes
remaining, but they could not hold back
a steady Kenyon offensive attack that grew
in confidence as the game went on. The
Ladies engineered a 14-3 run from that
point to seal their victory and end any
hope for the Bishops of Ohio Wesleyan.
With what has become common
place this season, the scoring was led by
junior point guard Hilary Gowins who
garnered 13 points while directing the
Kenyon offensive attack in 39 minutes of
action. In fact, the only minute Gowins
came off the floor was in the closing
seconds of the second half with the game
already safely out of the Bishops’ reach.
Anchoring the paint were junior forwards
Anne Dugan and Eva George, who
combined for 15 points and 15 rebounds.
Dugan and George were perfect from the
free-throw line as well, shooting 6-6 and
4-4 from the charity stripe. Perhaps the
most telling stat was Kenyon’s ability to get
to the line and pick up free points. Kenyon
shot 88 percent from the line on 15-17
shooting as opposed to Ohio Wesleyan’s
dismal 6-13 shooting.
“We were able to execute down
the stretch and take the game away,” said
George. “When they got desperate and
started to foul, we were able to get the job
done. That’s all we can do.”
With the win, the fourth-seeded
Ladies now have a daunting task ahead of
them: beat Denison,a team that has bested
them twice this season by double digits, on
their home court. If the Ladies win, they
play the winner of the Wittenberg vs. Allegheny game for the NCAC championship. The semi-final round will be played
this Friday night, and the winners of each
game will then play the following night for
the NCAC championship at 7 p.m.
“We’re going to take it one game
at a time,” said Dugan. “I know it sounds
cliché, but we’re going to put it all on
the line against Denison. Getting to
the finals last year and losing was a huge
disappointment. This year, we want a
championship.”
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Track takes third, fifth at home

Jay Galbraith

A Kenyon runner leads the pack in this past weekend’s Greater Columbus Championship Meet. The Lords took
third place while the Ladies finished in fifth.

By Sarah Friedman
Sports Assistant
Keeping the momentum of their
record-breaking season, the Lords’
indoor track and field team recorded
five top performances for the team’s
2007 season and took third place in
the Greater Columbus Championship
last Saturday. The Ladies failed to take
advantage of the season’s first meet on
home turf and came in fifth place.
First-year Dondrea Brown and
junior Brandon Balthrop together
garnered four of the season’s top performances. Brown ran the 55-meter dash
in 6.61 seconds, taking second place.
He and Balthrop both contributed
to the third-place 4x200 meter relay
team, which also included junior Alex
Rinehart and first-year Mikey Sanchez
and crossed the line at 1:34.10. Balthrop
took two of the titles himself, completing the 55-meter hurdles in 8.18
seconds and running the 400-meter

dash in 51.49 seconds to take fourth
and third place respectively. Sophomore
Kaleb Keyserling ran the 5,000-meter in
16:05.51 to take third place and score the
Lords’ final top performance.
Brown also won two first-place
titles. In the 200-meter dash, he came
in at 23.23 in the finals. On the field, he
jumped 6.43 meters in the long jump.
Balthrop also continued his streak
by taking first place in the triple jump with
a distance of 12.89 meters.
In the one-mile run, sophomore Jim
Boston took second place with a time of
4:22.52.
The Ladies ended the day in fifth
place with 23 points, coming in behind
Otterbein College, Capital University,
Ohio Wesleyan University and Denison
University, in that order. The Ladies
scored 23 points to Otterbein’s winning
167.
Sophomore Jessica Francois garnered five of the 23 points by running the
mile in a time of 5:32.28 to claim fourth

Men’s tennis crushes Walsh University, 9-0
By Meredith Brown
Staff Reporter

The Kenyon Lords’ tennis team
entered Saturday’s match against Walsh
University trying to climb above .500. Kenyon was 1-1, coming off a big win against
the University of Chicago. Saturday was
Walsh’s first match of the season, which
became evident as the Walsh University
Cavaliers proved to be a warm-up before
the Lords’ first conference match against
Wittenberg on Feb. 23. The Lords cruised

to an easy 9-0 victory, winning all of their
matches in both singles and doubles.
The upperclassmen set the pace
with the finely-tuned No. 1 doubles team
of senior Sean Stewart and junior Greg
Sussman winning 8-1. Sussman went on
to win his singles match at the No. 2 position, pushing his personal record to 3-0 in
singles for the season. Doubles continued
with the second doubles team of first-year
students Charles Brody and William
VandenBerg. Walsh gave them more of a
challenge. Still, they won 8-4. Finally, the

Aquatic Ladies host final meet, qualify for NCAAs
By Peter Frank
Staff Reporter
In their last competitive event
before heading to nationals, the
Kenyon women’s swim team hosted
the Kenyon College Invitational last
Saturday. The invitational is an unscored meet used to warm teams up
before the national tournament.
The Ladies faced a large array
of competition in a mixture of both
Division III and Division I teams.
They were joined by NCAC rivals
Wittenberg University, Denison
University and Ohio Wesleyan

University, as well as The Ohio State
University, Southwestern University,
Carnegie Mellon University, Case
Western University, Westminster
College and DePauw University.
Although it was an unscored
event, the Ladies still came to swim, as
they posted fast times throughout the
meet. The Ladies won first and second place in the 200-yard individual
medley. Sophomore Kara Stiles took
first for the ladies (2:11.07), barely
edging out her teammate, junior
Marissa Misslin (2:11.66). Stiles’ time
missed the NCAA’s “B team” by just
tenths of a second. First-year student

place. Her race was the Ladies’ highest
place of the day.
In the 5,000-meter run, sophomore Mary Bloom finished in
20:24.73 and took fifth place and four
points. Sophomore Kathryn Gallagher
followed in seventh place, garnering two
points for the team.
Five of the Ladies’ points came
from senior Elizabeth Howe’s and
first-year Kaitlin Lockhart’s combined
sixth-place finishes in the 800-meter
run and 200-meter dash. The runners
crossed the finish lines in respective
times of 3:12.50 and 30.61.
The 4x200-meter relay team completed the race in 2:02.26 to take fourth
place, and the 4x400-meter relay team
crossed the line in 4:35.98 to take fifth
place. Together, the relay teams garnered
the Ladies’ final nine points.
The Lords and Ladies will compete
in the Kenyon College Last Chance
meet at 5:30 p.m. on Feb. 23 on the
Kenyon Athletic Center’s Toan Track.

Brigid Leavy also showed impressive
signs during the meet, as she won
the 100-yard backstroke (1:00.24)
and placed second in the 200-yard
backstroke with an impressive time
of 2:10.28.
S enior Diana Spahling er
(1:07.61) beat out sophomore Danielle Seltzer (1:07.65) as the Kenyon
duo finished first and second in the
100-yard breaststroke event. Both
qualified for the NCAA B cut with
their times. However, Seltzer was not
finished on the day, as she also racked
in a win in the 200-yard breaststroke
(2:27.43). Other notable individual

performances were by first-year
student Mika Redinger (157.42)
and sophomore Katie Moore
(1:59.88), who finished second and
third respectively in the 200-yard
freestyle event.
Coming out of a great NCAC
tournament and a strong showing
at the Kenyon College Invitational,
the Ladies are confident about their
chances going into the national
tournament in Houston. Nationals are not until March 8, so the
Ladies will have several weeks of
hard practice ahead of them to tune
their strokes.

third doubles team of sophomore Justin
Greenlee and first-year McNeil Parker
fell in line with their teammates, winning
their pro-set 8-1.
As singles began, Kenyon sophomore Rob Alef cruised to a 6-2, 6-0
victory in the No. 1 singles match. From
there, a lineup of Kenyon freshmen completed the Lords’ sweep. No. 3 position
VandenBerg easily won 6-1, 6-1. Brody
experienced only a slight struggle at the
No. 4 position winning 6-3, 6-4. Parker
and first-year Dan Verhave finished the
day off at the number five and six positions. Parker won 6-3, 6-1 and Verhave
won 6-4, 6-1. The Kenyon first-year
students definitely proved their ability in
doubles and singles with more challenges
to come.
The Lords moved to 2-1 in the
season. This match also earned Kenyon
a No. 24 national ranking. The Lords
are ranked No. 6 in the Midwest. They
embark on their NCAC schedule against
Wittenberg on Friday at 7:30 p.m. at
the Kenyon Athletic Center. They will
continue their conference matches with
an 8:30 a.m. match against Wabash
College this Saturday. This weekend will
prove to be a challenge, as the men have
endured numerous injuries this week
during practice.

